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FORTHCOMING DATES 
[Detail calendar available on www.diadubai.com] 


Monday, 9 November 


Monday, 9 November 
Wednesday, 11 - Thursday, 12 November 


Friday, 13 - Saturday, 14 November 
Tuesday, 17 - Saturday, 21 November 
Wednesday, 18 - Thursday, 19 November 


Thursday, 19 November 

Friday, 20 November 

Friday, 20 November 

Sunday, 22 November 

Wednesday, 25 - Tuesday, 1 December 
Thursday, 26 - Saturday, 5 December 
Sunday, 6 - Thursday, 10 December 
Sunday, 13 December 

Sunday, 13 - Thursday, 17 December 
Sunday, 13 - Thursday, 17 December 
Monday, 14 December 


Monday, 14 December 

Tuesday, 15 December 
Wednesday, 16 December 
Thursday, 17 December 

Friday, 18 December 

Sunday, 3 January 2010 

Sunday, 3 - Wednesday, 6 January 
Thursday, 7 - Thursday, 14 January 
Thursday, 7 - Thursday, 21 January 
Monday, 11 January 


Tuesday, 12 January 

Tuesday, 12 January 
Wednesday, 13 January 
Thursday, 14 January 

Tuesday, 19 January 
Wednesday, 20 January 
Thursday, 21 January 

Sunday, 24 - Friday, 29 January 
Sunday, 31 January 

Sunday, 31 January - Thursday 4 February 
Monday, 1 February 

Tuesday, 2 February 
Wednesday, 3 February 
Thursday, 4 February 
Thursday, 4 February 


PD Day - KG finish 12:00 pm, Years 1 - 13 finish 1:30 pm 
CIS/NEASC Accreditation Committees meet 

ZAKS School Uniform Sale, main school entrance, 11:00 am - 2:00 pm 
MYP Parent Teacher Conferences, 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm. SS students 
finish at 12:10. KG1 & KG2 bus riding students leave at 12:15 pm 
Year 13 Weekend Retreat to Khor Fakkan, UAE 

SS THIMUN Singapore 

DP1 & DP2 Parent Teacher Conference, 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm. SS students 
finish at 12:10. KG1 & KG2 bus riding students leave at 12:15 
PADIA Winter Souk 

Dubai Cares - Water Bucket Walk 

Secondary School Battle of the Bands at 6:00 pm 

Elementary School Art Expo 

MYP Exams Revision (please see page 3 for details) 

Eid Al Adha, Arafat Day and UAE National Day Holidays 
Secondary School MYP Exams 

Secondary School Winter Concert 

Standardised Testing for Year 7 - Year 11 

UAE National Week 

PD Day - KG finish 12:00 pm, Years 1 - 13 finish 1:30 pm 
CIS/NEASC Accreditation Committees meet 

ZAKS School Uniform Sale, main school entrance, 11:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Elementary School Winter Concert 

Secondary School Winter Disco 

Last day of school before Winter Break, students finish at 12:00 pm 
Hijri New Year 

School resumes after Winter Break 

DP Revision 

DP 1 Exams 

DP 2 “Mock Exams” 

PD Day - KG finish 12:00 pm, Years 1 - 13 finish 1:30 pm 

CIS/ NEASC Accreditation Committees meet 

Portfolio Complete for Units 1 and 2 

Year 5 Camp 

ES Portfolio conferences, Elementary dismissal at 12:00 pm 

ES Portfolio conferences, Elementary dismissal at 12:00 pm 

KG Sports Day 

Years 1 - 3 Sports Day 

Years 4 - 6 Sports Day 

THIMUN, The Hague 

End of Semester 1 

Secondary School Spirit Week (Prom Committee) 

Start of Semester 2 

Art Expo 

Year 5 Mini Exhibition 

ES Reports issued 

Year 12 and Year 13 Reports issued 


Thursday, 4 February After School Activities 1 Finish 


Sunday, 7 February After School Activities 2 Start 

Monday, 8 February PD Day - KG finish 12:00 pm, Years 1 - 13 finish 1:30 pm 
CIS/NEASC Accreditation Committees meet 

Wednesday, 10 February Brand X Year 9 Science Fair 

Thursday, 11 February Secondary School Sports Day 

Friday, 12 - Saturday, 13 February Year 12 DP 1 Weekend Retreat 

Monday, 15 February MYP Year 11 Personal Project Exhibition 

Monday, 15 - Monday, 22 February DP “At Risk” letters and follow up 

Thursday, 18 - Sunday, 21 February DIAMUN 

Sunday, 21 February DIA Holiday 

Tuesday, 23 February MYP Reports issued 

Wednesday, 24 - Thursday, 25 February MYP and DP Parent Teacher Conferences at 12:00 - 5:00 pm. 

Friday, 26 February Prophet’s Birthday 

Sunday, 28 February Swimming Programme Begins 

Sunday, 28 February MYP Mid-Year Awards Assembly 

Monday, 1 March DP Mid-Year Awards 

Monday, 1 - Monday, 8 March MYP “At Risk” letters and follow up 

Thursday, 4 March World Book Day 

Thursday, 4 March International Day 

Sunday, 7 March Professional Development - no School for Secondary Students 

Monday, 8 March PD Day - KG finish 12:00 pm, Years 1 - 13 finish 1:30 pm 
CIS/NEASC Accreditation Committees meet 

Monday, 8 March Year 11 DP 1 Subject Choices Presentation 

Monday, 8 - Thursday, 25 March Year 11 DP 1 Subject Choices 

Wednesday 10 - Saturday, 13 March Emirates Airlines Literature Festival 

Thursday, 11 March Year 13 CAS Fair 

Tuesday, 16 March Art Expo 

Thursday, 18 March World Water Day Presentation 

Friday, 19 March Water for Life carnival 

Friday, 26 March Start of Spring Break 

Friday, 26 March - Sunday, 4 April Spring Holidays Field Trips 

Sunday, 28 March - Tuesday, 6 April DP2 Revision courses offered 

Monday, 6 April School Resumes after Spring Break 


IMPORTANT NOTES ON FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


STUDENT FINISH TIMES ON PROFESIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY, 9 NOVEMBER 
Please note that on the Professional Development Day listed above, KG 1 and KG 2 dismissal will be at 12:00 pm. For all other 
students in Years 1 to 13, dismissal will be at 1:30pm. 


ZAKS MONTHLY UNIFORM SALE 
We are pleased to confirm that the next monthly uniform sale will be held on Monday, 9 November 2009 in the main school 


entrance between 11:00 am and 2:00 pm. 


DUBAI CARES—WATER BUCKET WALK, 20 NOVEMBER 
Dubai Cares invites you to participate in the Water Bucket Walk, a symbolic walk-a-thon in support of children who do not 
have access to clean drinking water in schools around the world. 


When: Friday, 20 November 2009 

Time: Pre-registration: 8:00 am. — 9:00 am. 
Walk-a-thon: 9:00 am — 10:30 am. 

Where: Jumeirah Beach Park 

Entrance Fee: AED 30/ per person 


To participate: 

As an individual — You can sign up your child/children by filling in the attached form and sending it back to the school co- 
ordinators (Radhika Bhandari, Elementary School; Caroline Kellett, Secondary School) along with the entrance fee/person. 
Registration forms are attached and available at the Elementary or Secondary Office. 


As a family — Families can participate as a group by signing up online hitp://www.dubaicares.ae/WaterBucketWalk form. 


EID BREAK AND UAE NATIONAL DAYS, 26 NOVEMBER TO 5 DECEMBER 
In keeping with other schools in Dubai, we have combined the Eid break with UAE National Day celebrations. After this amend- 
ment we have 182 school days for students in this academic year. 


MYP REVISION WEEK AND MID-YEAR EXAMS 
We are writing to advise you of the forthcoming dates of the MYP revision week and MYP mid-year exams. The purpose of the 
mid-year exams is to give students the opportunity to be assessed under exam conditions and also for your child to become 
accustomed to the routines of exams in preparation for the IB Diploma; therefore, it is important that students spend suffi- 
cient time preparing for them. To support students with this, the revision week will take place from Wednesday, 25 November 
until Thursday, 1 December. The exams will then begin on Sunday, 6 December and continue until Thursday, 10 December 
inclusive. 


Students will receive their timetables within the next week. In addition, there will be guidelines on how the exams will be con- 
ducted and what arrangements need to be made re. transport when students have finished their exam sessions for the day. 
On the school days indicated as “Revision”, during timetabled lessons students will prepare for the exams. On non-school days 
during the period they should be studying . We wish them all the best. 


If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact [the Secondary School Office on 04 368411, ext 206 or 
209]. 
David Impey, Secondary School Principal 


THIMUN The Hague 2010 


Tryouts 


While the delegates for THIMUN Singapore are busy 
preparing for the conference the tryouts for THIMUN 


1M UN (nas Progress in regards to the 


THIMUN is the world's largest Model UN and is held Mille L 1) oyolanme 
every year at The Hague, Netherlands. Approximately | - Hennium £ everopine 
4,000 students from around the world descend on The mr. 
Hague for a week in late January. DIA has been sending 
delegations to this event since 2008. This year we are 
sending a delegation representing China, a member of the Security Council. 


We had almost 50 students who gave one-minute speeches on the Millennium 
Development Goals. Each student was given a country to research and discuss 
their countries position on the MDGs. The students were also asked to speak 
about why they wanted to join the MUN team and attend the conference. 
Bertrand Fernandes, DIAMUN Coordinator 


WORLD HUNGER RELIEF 
On 15 October 2009 Dubai International Academy launched the campaign against hunger entitled “From Hunger to Hope”. 
This is a month long drive against world hunger. It is to be noted that 1 child dies from hunger every six seconds somewhere in 
the world. 


The programme connects the students to Yum Restaurants - A multinational 
organisation which is the franchisor for KFC. Pizza Hut and Taco Bell. 


Yum has been spreading awareness and raising funds for the World Food ~ 
Programme and has a dedication to support the specific programme called 
"From Hunger to hope" 


The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) is the world’s largest humanitarian agency and the UN's frontline agency 
for hunger solutions. In 2009, WFP aims to feed 105 million people in 74 countries. 


Over the years, WFP has reached hundreds of millions of people in about 80 countries, using food assistance to meet emer- 
gency needs and support economic and social development. 


More details can be found at www.fromhungertohope.com and www.wfp.org. 


At DIA we have mobilized the students into groups and they will be spearheading four different committees. 
The associated activities will be used to raise awareness & funds: 

1. Media and Publicity 

2. Cyclothon/Marathon 

3. Concerts (battle of the bands and interschool chorals) — 20 November 2009 
4. Garage Sale, Sale of T-Shirts and Ribbons — 13 November 2009 


The Battle of the Bands will be open to a select audience and proceeds from the ticket sales will 
go to WFP. Tickets will be available from the following week. Several schools will be participating 
in the event. Two of these are Emirates International School, Jumeirah and Dubai American 
Academy. x . aa . 


We look forward to parent participation in these events. 


You could help in the following ways: 
Give off your time and come help us in carrying out the events; 
Be present as part of the audience; 
Sponsor some part of the event. 


We request you to send any unwanted gifts or articles to collection boxes in school for the garage sale. Remember that “one 
man’s trash is another man’s treasure”. Closing date for donation is 10 November, 2009. 


If you are interested in supporting the cause you may contact me at my email address which appears below. 
Declan Alvaro, CAS Coordinator 


SPONSOR APPEAL 
The students of various schools are coming together in an effort to make a difference to the children who are in great need of 
help. 


These students are competing for a place in the battle of the bands and at the same time trying to raise funds for the world 
food programme entitled “World Hunger Relief 2009” 


The said event will be held on the grounds of 
Dubai International Academy, Emirates Hills, 
Dubai. 


This letter is to request the support of your or- 
ganisation in whatever way possible. We would 
appreciate any sum of money in cash that can go 
towards the payment of some or all of the fol- 
lowing. 


Hiring of chairs, building of the stage, lighting, sound, trophies. 


The cost of all of these items will absorb all the money that needs to be sent in charity. If you do support this cause we would 
be happy to display your banner at a prominent position at the venue and will have it mentioned by the Master of Ceremonies. 


You may contact me at the details provided below. 
Declan Alvaro, CAS Coordinator 
declana@diadubai.com 


RECENT HAPPENINGS 


SIGNIFICANCE FOR CLEAN DRINKING WATER 

Aman Ghose and Edward Pollock, two students from DIA Secon- 
dary School recently shared their summer experience with all Year 
4 students from the DIA Elementary School. 


The students had visited various villages on the border of Bangla- 
desh, India and Ethiopia over the summer break to observe, docu- 
ment and assist some villages with the necessity and significance 
for clean drinking water. 


Many of the students in Year 4 were inspired by Aman and Ed- 
ward’s experience and motivation they had shared with them. 


One particular group of students from 4CB decided to sell some of 
their drawings. They decided to donate the money they received 
for their drawings to Aman and Edwards fund raising cause. The 
donations will go towards a year long fund raiser which Aman and 
Edward aim to raise a significant amount. The money will go towards building wells in villages so that the people living in 
these villages can access clean drinking water. 


The Year 4CB students who used their own initiative to donate their own money were Leo Saied-Ahmad, Geert Bertens and 
Marco Meyer. 


This is an example of Action by our Elementary School students. Congratulations boys and | hope this passion and interest you 
have developed continues to inspire others to do the same. 
Cheryl Barron, Elementary School Teacher 


UPDATES 


AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
The new ASA schedule is well underway and with clubs ranging from Extreme Table Tennis to French Drama, 
there is something to cater for every student’s interest. Full details of the activities offered and simple online 
registration is available on www.diadubai.com/asa. There are still a few spaces left so don’t miss out! 


CAR SHARE SCHEME 
Parents dropping off children at school are no doubt aware of the traffic challenges. Should you 
be interested in joining a lift club, you will find information on the notice boards in the main en- 
trance of the school. Contact details can be left on the forms provided, so that parents can make 
arrangement for lifts amongst themselves. 


YEARBOOK 
A limited number of 2008-2009 yearbooks are still available for sale, priced at AED 120. Please contact the main reception if 
you would like to purchase a copy. 


STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS 
We are always keen to share student achievements and experiences in DIAlogue and we are therefore 
eager to hear of any recent happenings. Please forward any news to diafeedback@diadubai.com so 
that we can celebrate these accomplishments with the whole DIA community. We look forward to hear- 
ing from you. 


COMMENTS AND FEEDBACK 
If you would like to give feedback on any aspect of Dubai International Academy, we look forward to receiving your comments 


via diafeedback@diadubai.com. 


J tcosi201 By 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS 


D 


IA SUPPORTS BREAST CANCER, 30 OCTOBER 


, 


A group of enthusiastic students and teachers took part in the Walkathon in support of Breast Cancer. This was held at the Bur 
Juman Centre on Friday, 30 October. It was encouraging to see the huge turnout of over 6000 people. In addition to this, the 
Elementary School collected over AED 7000 which was donated to the foundation. Students and staff dressed in “pink” and 
generous contribution were made by the students, parents and staff members. A big Thank You to Ms. Saaid for organising it 
and to all those who contributed towards it. 


PINK DAY, 29 OCTOBER 
Year 3MK on Pink Day, 29th October, in support of 
Safe and Sound campaign for prevention of breast cancer. 
Meetali Khanna, Elementary School Teacher 


YEAR 6 FIELD TRIP TO QUR’AN EXHIBITION, 27 OCTOBER 
On Tuesday, 27 October all Year 6 classes went to a Qur’an Exhibition to learn about the Arabic calligraphy used from the olden 
days till now. 


It was very interesting. We saw the smallest Qur’an ever made and the only Qur’an written by a lady (who was also daughter of 
a king). There was a framed picture with a flower and there was Arabic calligraphy written beautifully inside this flower which | 
thought was amazing! Thankfully there was more to be seen. On the top floor of the exhibition was a curtain that was put on 
top of the ka’bah. It had a lot of designs and hand-written words in Arabic. Different styles of calligraphy in the Arabic language 
were included too, like Kufic and mohaqqaq. The tour guides/helpers had examples of these styles on a wall. It had the name of 
it in English on the left and the name in Arabic on the right. At the same time we had to fill out an exciting activity sheet for the 
upstairs and downstairs parts of the exhibition. | thought the question “what did the curtain cover?” was the easiest! Of course 
all of the exhibits | saw today were not allowed to be touched as they were very old. It was very interesting and fun, and even 
though I’m a Muslim myself | learned a lot from this experience. If | could go on the trip again | would. 

Hana A. Irro, Year 6SM 


YEAR 4 UNIT OF INQUIRY — “SHOW ME THE MONEY”, 26 OCTOBER 


Year 4 began their new Unit of Inquiry this week ‘Show me the Money’. On Monday, 26 
October all of Year 4 had a parent guest speaker , Diederik Van Den Berg. Diederik works 
for ING bank and his son Jochem Van Den Berg is in Year 4CB. Diederik had prepared a 
power point presentation starting with the History of Money right through to how money 
has evolved and the many different forms it is used in todays world. Diederik also shared 
his knowledge and information on the significance of saving money. Diederik finished the 
session with questions by the students and teachers. 


Everyone really enjoyed listening to our parent guest speaker and we would like to thank 
Diederik once again for giving up some of his busy work schedule to talk to Year 4 stu- 
dents. 
Cheryl Baron, Elementary School Teacher 


YEAR 3 MK—INVENTED JOBS, 22 OCTOBER 
Year 3 MK had a dress up on 22nd October to celebrate the end of the unit about differ- 


ent jobs. They dressed up with enthusiasm creatively displaying their "invented jobs". 
Meetali Khanna, Elemenary School Teacher 


ACTION IN YEAR SLE 


“Action” is one of the key elements of the curriculum in the Primary Years Pro- 
gramme. A group of enthusiastic students from Year SLE decided to implement 
this while “Trick or Treating” during Halloween. They came up with the idea of 
asking for canned food instead of candy while visiting homes on Halloween. This 
was for the victims of the Philippines floods. The group prepared fliers for stu- 
dents and visited classrooms, talking to students in the Elementary school. 

— Lisa Engelmann, Elementary School Teacher 


RING HOCKEY IN THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 


The new sport of Ring Hockey that was introduced to the Year 2 and 3 students in September, as an innovative way of enhancing 
their cardiovascular endurance and skill performance, has been a great success! The students should be commended on how 
quickly they Achieved a high standard of efficiency, in this fast paced and exciting game. We are sure that other grade levels will 
have similar outcomes, when introduced to the sport of Ring Hockey. 

Blaine Gallant, Elementary School PE Teacher 


NE v ome 
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SECONDARY SCHOOL NEWS 


UNITED NATIONS DAY IN THE SECONDARY SCHOOL 24 OCTOBER 
24 October is the day United Nations celebrates its birthday. The United Nations was officially established after a majority of its 
founding members started a treaty setting up the world body. Traditionally, it has been marked throughout the world by meet- 
ings, discussions and exhibits on the goals and achievements of the Organization. 


Dubai International Academy in itself celebrates U.N day on 22 October 2009 and hosting the eventful day were Chad and Sum- 
mer, Year 9. The eight millennium goals are as follows: 


eEnd world Poverty and Hunger 
e Universal Education 

e Gender equality 

e Child Health 

e Maternal Health 

e Combat HIV/AIDS 

e Environmental Sustainability 

e Global Partnership 


Out of the eight millennium goals above, DIA chose to focus on the first goal affecting our world — End World Poverty and Hun- 
ger. 


The assembly started with a video on Poverty made by Abdul in Year 9B. Abdul did a good job in capturing the true essence of 
World Poverty and Hunger that is many a time taken for granted. 


This was followed by an interactive quiz created by a few of the humanities teachers and the scores are as follows: 
FIRE: 290 

WATER: 220 

AIR: 70 

EARTH: 80 


Next, Mr Karinga and his band consisting of Ms Van de Vlierd on keyboard and Mr Karinga on vocals, accompanying them were, 
Vishal on the lead guitar, Kevin on the rhythm guitar, Ben on the drums and Nilesh on Bass. 


Overall, the assembly had a great impact on the students and opened their minds to realizing the importance of the existence of 
the United Nations, and their eight millennium development goals. 
Bertrand Fernandes, Secondary School Teacher 


ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS AT DIA 
In the coming academic year, staff and students will become more aware of their individual environmental impact on our planet. 
A new strategy will be introduced that will make all users of the computer network at DIA aware of their paper and printer us- 
age. Information will be available on the number of trees, greenhouse gases and the equivalent light-bulb hours used to produce 
the paper that everyone utilises. 


Using specialised software, students in the Secondary School will begin a user-pays system to encourage them to be economical 
and responsible in their printer use, while in the Elementary school, students will be able to actively track how much they are 
printing and their own impact on the environment. Teachers also will become part of this new system and be able to act as envi- 
ronmental role-models to their students. 


Students in the Secondary School will be entitled to free credit to the value of AED 50 for printing as an introductory process. 
From then students will be expected to pay for any further printing within the Secondary School. The purchase of credit can be 
done through any teacher in the Technology Department. Such printing credit will be issued for AED 50. Cost of printing a color 
printout is AED 2 per sheet and for a grayscale print it is AED 0.50 per sheet. 


It is hoped that this endeavour will encourage students to do any absolutely necessary printing at home and subsequently mini- 
mise the amount of printing undertaken. 
Hitesh Bhagat and Robert Jennings, on behalf of the DIA Technology Taskforce 


ABSENTEES 
We are concerned about the growing number of absentees amongst Diploma students that has occurred since the beginning of 
this new academic year. 


We are aware of the large number of flu cases spreading through the school, especially as we are entering into the winter sea- 
son. Regardless, | must remind parents of the importance of their child’s attendance, especially during their last years of school- 
ing. Consequently | must restate that it is an IB regulation that DP students must complete a total of 240 hours in their higher 
level courses, and 150 hours in their standard level courses. If these requirements are not met, the school has the full authority 
to withdraw students from their courses if they consider it necessary. It is therefore essential that this school has documentary 
evidence that indeed your child has been ill and visited a doctor (especially for a period of more than two days absence). It is 
also essential that parents should contact the school as soon as possible, should their child be absent. This would be greatly 
appreciated and we look forward to further communication with you. 

Pascal Ashkar, Head of Years 12 and 13 


THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD - DIA 
The Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme has now entered its third year at Dubai International Academy. 
There has been a lot of interest in the scheme this year from both teachers and students. 


The three Level, four Section format of the Award Programme makes it very versatile. It can be adapted so that it's relevant to 
any young person, anywhere in the world. 


Three Levels 

The Programme is based around three Levels, each successive one requiring a 
greater degree of commitment. 

BRONZE is for those over 14. The minimum period of participation to gain this 
Award is 6 months 

SILVER is for those over 15. The minimum period of participation to gain this 
Award is 12 months 

GOLD is for those over 16. The minimum period of participation to gain this 
Award is 18 months 

It is possible to start at any Level — some participants work their way through all 
three, while others start at Silver or Gold. 


Four Sections 
To gain an Award, participants must complete activities in four Sections for a specified minimum period of time. There is an addi- 
tional requirement of a Residential Project at Gold Level. Participants decide what they would like to do for each Section. 


Participants engage with their community and discover the impact they can have 
through: 

Community service projects 

Conservation work 

# Voluntary service in hospitals or community homes 

More specialised training such as lifesaving, first aid or rescue services. 


Adventurous Journey 

The Adventurous Journey is about adventure and discovery. Participants develop an understanding of the environment, and the 
importance of working together in a team with a common purpose. It can be on foot, by bicycle, boat or on horseback. Training, 
preparation, self sufficiency and self-reliance are the key elements. 


Skills 

The Skills Section is about developing personal interests and learning practical skills. There 
are almost limitless possibilities to choose from. There is no set standard that participants 
must reach: they set their own goals and measure their progress against them. 


Physical Recreation 

By undertaking some form of organised and regular physical activity, participants show 
perseverance and improve their fitness. Their goal is to record their individual progress. 
Most team and individual sports are included, such as football, athletics, and archery. 


Residential Project 

This is only a requirement at Gold Level. It aims to broaden experience through living and working with others (who are not eve- 
ryday companions). The project takes place over a period of five consecutive days. It requires resilience, adaptability and consid- 
eration for others. 

Want to do the Award now you’ve read about it? Visit the Get Involved pages to find out more. You can also dowload the Award 
Handbook for further information. 


Young people who do the Award: 
Discover what they are made of 
Make an impact on their community 
Develop a set of life skills 

Most of all, they have fun! 


TENTATIVE EXPEDITIONS/EXPLORATIONS 


There are many plans for the Expedition/Exploration sections of the award and the tentative destinations are as follows. 


DESTINATION MONTH NO. OF DAYS LEVELS AGE LIMIT 
15+ 


NEPAL APRIL SPRING 10 DAYS SILVER/GOLD 


(HIMALAYAS) BREAK 

KAZAKHSTAN EARLY JULY 10 DAYS SILVER/GOLD 15+ 
EARLY JULY 10 DAYS SILVER/GOLD 15+ 

MUMBAI (INDIA) DECEMBER 10 DAYS SILVER/GOLD 15+ 
NOVEMBER/ 2-3 DAYS BRONZE/SILVER 14+ 
DECEMBER 
FEBRUARY 2-3 DAYS BRONZE/SILVER 14+ 


RULES TO REMEMBER 
Please remember that in addition to this the following rules still apply in order to be a recipient of the award. 
They must work the minimum time on each of the components of the award according to the hand book. 
They must attend the camp organized by the school for the particular level. 
They must be consistent in their efforts. 
All DoE applicants must attend a meeting every Wednesday in HSO03 during the lunch break initially and eventually after 
school (The date will be announced) 


It is with great pride that we announce the first recipient of a gold award at Dubai International Academy. 

The award was given to Aahan Bhojani of Year13. 

There are a few other students who should be completing some of the components of the award soon and will 
be given the gold award at such time. 

We hope to see many more students achieve this prestigious award and gain much in the process of fulfilling 
the requirements. 

Mr. Declan Alvaro, Duke of Edinburgh Award Coordinator 


DIA FOOTBALL RESULTS 


U 14 DIA vs UAS Girls 4:2 

U 14 DIA vs UAS Boys 2:1 
Another full week of football action at the DIA Stadium of Light, saw both the girls and boys Under 14s take on two of the Dubai 
schools. After a previous week of wins for both teams, spirits were high in the DIA camp. 


In the first weeks fixture the girls dominated proceedings winning 4-2, with goals coming from Ida 2 and 2 from Anna. The boys 
game was a much tighter affair, as again several clear chances were created, but it was not until the last 10 minutes of the game 
that the winner was scored by Artem. The following fixtures again saw the girls relying upon Ida and Anna for the goals, scoring 
two each. As ever the boys game was a much tighter affair, as again DIA played the better of the two teams, yet for all their su- 
periority the goal just would not come. Cue super sub Asad. Jorgen again played in a fantastic cross and without thinking Asad 
was somehow able to hook a volley over his shoulder and into the top corner. Well done to all the players and we look forward 
to the next round of games. 


All students and parents are encouraged to attend the playoffs being held on 7 November at DIA and DAA. These are the fi- 
nals for the Dubai Coast Conference. 
Mihail Kouzev, Athletics Director 


SPORTS FIXTURES 
Friday, 6 November - Swim meet @ ASD 
Saturday, 7 November - Dubai Coast Conference JV Football playoffs @ DIA 
Saturday, 7 November - V Football playoffs/U14 Football Festival @ DAA 
Monday, 9 November, All day - U15 boys vs. DIS @ DIA 
Tuesday, 10 November, 4.00 pm - U14 Football vs. AAG @ DIA girls 
Tuesday, 10 November - U19 boys vs. DIS @ DIS 


Sunday, 6 December 
Wednesday, 6 January 
Wednesday, 6 January 
Sunday, 10 January 
Wednesday, 13 January 
Sunday, 17 January 
Wednesday, 20 January 
Sunday, 24 January 
Monday, 25 January 
Monday, 25 January 
Monday, 25 January 
Saturday, 30 January 
Sunday, 31 January 
Monday, 1 February 
Tuesday, 2 February 
Tuesday, 9 February 
Wednesday, 10 February 
Friday, 12 February 
Saturday, 13 February 
Saturday, 20 February 
Sunday, 21 February 


Tennis vs. ASD 

Basketball boys and girls JV vs DAA @ DAA 3:30 pm 
Basket U-14 boys and girls vs GWA @ DIA 
Basketball varsity boys and girls vs GWA @ GWA 
Basketball JV boys and girls vs GWA @ DIA 
Basketball girls JV @ AAG 4:00 pm 

Basket U14 girls vs AAG @ DIA 4:00 pm 

Basketball U-14 and girls vs GWA @ GWA 

Basket ball boys and girls JV vs UAS @ DIA 4:00 pm 
Basket ball boys and girls U14 vs DAA @ DAA 3:30 pm 
Basket ball boys and girls V vs UAS @ UAS 4:00 pm 
Cross Country @ DIA — DIA Mushrif Park 
Basketball varsity boys and girls vs GWA @ DIA 
Basketball boys and girls V vs ASD @ ASD 4:00 pm 
Basketball boys and girls U14 vs UAS @ DIA 4:00 pm 
Basketball boys and girls JV vs ASD @ DIA 4:00 pm 
Basketball boys and girls u14 vs ASD @ DIA 4:00 pm 
U14 Basketball Festival @ AAG 

JV Basketball @ AAG — AAG 

V Basketball @ UAS — UAS 

JV Badminton @ ASD 


=I ¢ 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 


From October 22 through October 25 administrators from DIA: Mr. Reinsmoen, Assistant Director; Mr. Wilcock, ES Deputy 
Principal; and Mr. Jennings, SS Dean of Students attended the Near East South Asia Council of Overseas Schools - Fall Lead- 
ership Conference in Athens, Greece. 


The Near East South Asia Council of Overseas Schools (NESA) is a non-profit, voluntary association of over 90 private, inde- 
pendent international schools in a region stretching from Greece to Bangladesh. The schools educate students from diverse 
backgrounds and have a common commitment to offering them the best possible education by promoting professional and 
personal links among educators. The NESA schools collectively have 24,000 students and 6400 educators. 


The NESA headquarters on the campus of the American College of Greece in Athens provides professional development op- 
portunities and educational services for teachers and administrators in member schools. Four conferences are held each 
year, one for administrators, one for teachers and two institutes designed to support specific areas or initiatives in schools. 


At the Fall Conference, sessions over the three days focused on learning. These were presented by leading educators includ- 
ing; Grant Wiggins, President of Authentic Education; Pat Bassett, President of the National Association of Independent 
Schools; Robert DiYanni, Director of International Services at the College Board; Ellie Drago-Severson, Professor of Education 
at Columbia University’s Teacher’s College; Robert Garmston, Emeritus Professor of Educational Administration at California 
State University; Martin Skelton, Director of Fieldwork Education and many others. 


For additional details please go to the website, nesacenter.org . 


Pratibha Rao 
Director of Studies 


= EET 
H1N1 INFORMATION 


| seem to be stuck on the H1N1 topic. Recently | came across an interesting article, which was very informative, so | thought | 
would share it with you since | get lot of queries regarding the flu and flu vaccination. 
What to choose from: 


Two types of flu vaccinations: seasonal and H1N1 
Two types of vaccine to choose from: nasal mist and a shot 
Two doses 1 month apart of H1N1 vaccine for kids younger than 10 years 


The live attenuated nasal mist vaccine, 2 doses are given 28 days apart. In the inactivated vaccine 21 days apart is sufficient. 
Kids under 9 years receiving their first ever flu shot also need two doses 1 month apart. Children under 6 months are too 
young to be vaccinated, so it is important for caregivers of infants to be vaccinated. Adults and children over 10 years need 
only one dose of the H1N1 vaccine. 


The only contraindications to vaccinate are allergy to egg and history of Guillian-Barre with previous flu vaccine administra- 
tion. 


Nasal Mist Live attenuated should only be given to healthy individuals’ ages between 2 to 49 years and not to pregnant 
women. Pregnant women should only be given a flu shot from inactivated virus. 


The flu shot and the H1N1 vaccine should preferably not be given together, though the monovalent inactivated H1N1 and 
trivalent inactivated vaccine can be given on the same day. 


The Rapid Flu tests for Diagnosing H1N1 are not very helpful as their sensitivity ranges from 10% to 70%. Your doctor needs 
to use their best clinical judgment to make the diagnoses and who needs treatment. Hospitalised patients should be tested 
using the real time reverse transcriptase chain reaction. 


There are still lots of queries about the vaccine | will keep you updated as we go along. 
Indira George, School Doctor 


